
Judges Rotation

Judges:  Using Our Gifts
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Olympia, WA  

ROTATION OVERVIEW:

Bible Texts and References:  
Judges 4, 6-8, 13-16
After God worked through Moses to free the people of Israel from slavery in Egypt, and 
worked through Joshua to lead them into the Promised Land, one would think that the peo-
ple would have been very appreciative and faithful to God. Unfortunately, that was not al-
ways the case. The book of Judges is filled with one story after      another of the people 
being unfaithful to God. God would then punish them through their enemies, Israel would 
repent, and God would deliver them by raising up a leader - a judge - who would redirect 
people back to obedience to God.  As each judge dies, the people go astray and the cycle 
begins again. 
At this point in Israel’s history (about 1150 to 1050 B. C.), they are still a loose      associa-
tion of twelve tribes with God as their only common ruler.  From time to time, as there be-
came a need, God would raise up a person with the skills and respect needed to lead all of 
the people against their common foe.  These temporary leaders are called “judges” in the 
Bible—and Deborah, Gideon, and Samson were three of the judges. 
We are reminded by these stories too of the humanness of these people - even the judges 
have their weaknesses.  God used them despite their weakness because of their trust in 
God.  Each judge we encounter has more weaknesses than the one before.  This period in 
time foreshadows the need for a leader who will not die - Jesus.

Judges we will study:
Deborah:  The gift of prophecy and wisdom.
Gideon:  The gift of bravery and cleverness
Samson:  The gift of physical strength

Memory Verse:
1 Corinthians 12:7 (CEV)  
"The spirit has given each of us a special way of serving others.”

Concepts: 
•  God gives all of us gifts to use for His service.
•  God can and will use His people for good, even when they have sinned.
•  God forgives us when we ask for forgiveness for our sins.
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Objectives:   
By the end of the rotation, the students will: 
1.  Locate the book Judges in the Old Testament and identify it as being a book of history 

following right after the Joshua stories. 
2.  Identify two of these three Judges:  Deborah, Gideon, and Samson. 
3.  Memorize 1 Corinthians 12:7  CEV. 
4.  Recognize that these judges weren’t perfect but God still used them, God can use us 

too. 
5.  Examine the cyclical structure of the background to this story: people go astray, there is 

suffering, the people ask God for help, God sends a judge who delivers, then the deliv-
erer dies -- and the cycle begins again. Discover a foreshadowing of the need for a 
leader who wouldn’t die -- Jesus.  

6.  Explore their own gifts and how they might use them to serve God. 

Workshops: 

Week One: 
• Introduction:  An introduction to this period in time and where it fits in our study of the 

Old Testament stories.  Compare the concept of a judge in Bible times verses a judge  
today.  Introduce students to the cycle of Judges and the three judges we will be looking 
at more closely in the weeks to come:  Deborah, Gideon, Samson. 

Weeks Two - Three: 
• Art:  (Creation Station) Students will make lap quilts for children in the hospital.   
• Cooking:  (Gloria Dei Live!) Students will bake cookies for care packages to be mailed 

to college students. 
• Service:  (Faith in Action) Students will assemble care packages and make cards to go 

along with them for college students. 

Sunday School Time Schedule for Judges: 
10:00        Students meet with shepherds in the choir room the first week, and in their workshop  
                 locations the remaining weeks. 

10:03       Introduction and Opening Skit introducing a judge (workshop dependent) 

10:15/20   Project has begun 

10:40        Lesson Closure and Clean up begins. 

10:45        Closing begins in the the Choir Room. 

10:55        Sunday School Ends.   

References:  
•  Beth Tobin, Gloria Dei Lutheran Church
•  www.rotation.org
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